Abstract -Some ethyl 3-(benzyl or methylthio)-1-(α-hydroxybenzyl)-thieno [3,4-b]indolizine-9-carboxylates were prepared by the reduction of the corresponding 1-benzoyl derivatives with sodium borohydride.
We recently reported the preparation of various ethyl 3-(arylmethylthio)thieno [3,4-b] indolizine-9-carboxylate derivatives whose NMR spectra showed an considerable high-field shifts of the pyridine ring protons due to the intramolecular π-π interaction between the thieno [3,4-b] indolizine and the aryl rings. 2 We also disclosed that the more crowded gauche conformation in relation to the sulfide spacer is more stable than the sterically more favorable anti one in the MOPAC MO calculations. 2c However, the differences of the formation energies between these conformers are always small and the anti conformers often appeared in the crystal states. In our preliminary attempts to develop a new type of chiral auxiliary using the gauche conformation stabilized by the intramolecular π-π stacking, we interested in the introduction of an asymmetric center into these molecules, because our 
